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Message Text 


DRAFTED BY PM/SAS:COCECIL:NEA/ARN:TSWILKINSON:LHW 
APPROVED BY NEA:WRCRAWFORD 
PM/ISO: WMOORE(SUBS) 

AF/C:DJUNION(SUBS) 

DPD/DSAA:GRUDD(SUBS) 

NEA/RA:WGROSS 
DOD:ISA:RJOINE SUBS 
S/S-0:SVALERGA 

129363 210032Z/64 

O R 210029Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL CASABLANCA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 


SECRET STATE 184464 


EXDIS FOR ASST. SECRETARY SAUNDERS AND PARTY 


E.O. 11652:GDS 


TAGS:MASS, MO, CG 

SUBJECT: REPLACEMENT OF U.S. ARMS SENT TO SHABA 


REF: (A) RABAT 4371 (B) SECTO 8076 

1 . IF MOROCCANS SHOULD RAISE GENERAL QUESTION OF FURTHER 
U.S. ASSISTANCE TO INTER- AFRICAN PEACEKEEPING FORCE IN 
SHABA. CONCUR THAT YOU SHOULD SAY THAT MATTER REMAINS UNDER 
REVIEW IN WASHINGTON. 


2. AS FOR THE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR REPLACEMENT OF MOROCCAN 
SECRET 
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APC'S, AT THE PRESENT, PRODUCTION LEAD TIME ON M113 APC S 
IS 35 MONTHS. THERE ARE NO EXCESS VEHICLES IN STOCK AND 
VEHICLES COULD ONLY BE OBTAINED BY DIVERSION FROM ARMY 
ASSETS OR FROM PRODUCTION EARMARKED FOR OTHER COUNTRIES. 
ARMY ASSETS ARE IN SHORT SUPPLY. DIVERSION FROM PRODUCTION 
WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS WITH VARIOUS PURCHASING COUNTRIES. 
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3. THUS, IF MOROCCANS SHOULD RAISE THIS 

ISSUE, YOU MIGHT WANT TO POINT OUT THAT WE WOULD EXPECT 
THAT FORCE WILL HAVE ACCOMPLISHED ITS OBJECTIVE AND DEPARTED 
ZAIRE BEFORE NEW Ml 13 APC'S COULD BE DELIVERED TO GOM, EVEN 
WERE GOM PREPARED TO BEAR REPLACEMENT COSTS ITSELF. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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